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DISCOVERY OF THE EARLIEST GOLD COTM SCALE 
PROVIDING FOR VALUES IN U.S. DOLLARS AND CENTS 


By Eric P. Newman 


The recent appearance of a pocket gold coin scale with an unknown printed tabular sheet 
pasted to the underside of the box lid presents a challenge becquse neither the table, the 
box or the scale have any maker’s name, seller’s name, printer’s name, place name, date, 
or specific identifying insignia. The table contains the value of gold coinages of Great 
Britain, Portugal, France and Spain in “dollars and cents”. No denominations or popular 
names of any coins are included. The values area being provided for integral weights 
from | through 23 grains and from | through 20 pennyweights. The text is in English. 

The printed table as illustrated herewith ia 3” in width and reads from left to 
right. It extends between two lid holes which fit one smal! upright wire loops into which 
the top closure clasps fit. The table extends 24%” downward. It is obvious that the table 
was printed in a size to fit the underside of the lid. 

The table is divided into nwo equal panels, one on the left for British and 
Portuguese gold coinage and the other on the right for French and Spanish gold coinage. 
The values follow the listed weights horizontally. The values of the same weights of gold 
coinage on the British and Portuguese side exceed the values on the French and Spanish 
side by approximately 1.4 percent for the higher weights. Curiously the values for the 


weight in grains from ] to 15 grains are the same on both categories in which there is a 
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identical values. The vertical cohumns of numbers are each separated by vertical lines or 
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only by spacing. The headings of the vertical columns are all abbreviations with “gr” and 
"o" for grains; with “pwt” for pennyweight; with “dal” and “dl” for dollar. and with “ct’ 
or “c” for cent. It can be observed that a lower case “d” is not used for dollar to avoid 


any confusion with the commonly used “d” for pence. Likewise “pwt” is used as the 


/ 


hor lke trv 
adbreviation is ee eight instead of the customary “dwt”, possibly heawaidahe” 


Exiptish'Sbbsacieion for penny. 

When the weight of the gold coin was ascertained by balancing the scale its value 
would have to be determined by totaling the readings from the pennyweight column and 
from the grain column. The table seems to have been prepared by someone who had not 
given the problem sufficient thought. 

The fact that no specific denominations ar popular coin names were included in 
the table had to have a reason which might have been lack of space, too many different 
coin types or denominations or too many coins in. circulation were short weight or some 
other basis. Counterfeit detection could not be sufficiently relied upon by just weighing. 
The word “dollar” was used in America as describing the large size silver coinages of 
various Countries from the beginning of the 18 century, but primarily referred to the 
Spanish milled dollar minted in the Spanish dominions in Central and South America. It 
became the official monetary unit for the January 1, 1767 issue of Maryland paper 
money. During the American Revolution it was adopted by the Continental Congress on 
May 10, 1775 and in due course by many of the states as their official monetary unit for 
paper money. Amounts less than one dollar were then designated as fractions of a dollar 
On paper money and not in cents. In tables and lists decimal calculations were alternately 


used such as in the Continental Congress Resolution of September 2, 1776 where values 
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for foreign gold and silver coins offered for payments inio the Treasury were set using 6 
decimal places. On July 6, 1785 under the Articles of Confederation Congress resolved 
that the money unit of the United States would be the dollar but no value was provided 
for, Then on August 8, 17 86g Congress fixed the value of the dollar at 24.6268 grains of 
pure gold, but On October 16, 1786 ordained the value of one troy pound weight of 


foreign gold coin of 11/1 Ps neness was 209,777 dollars (0.874 dollars per dwt.). 





These provisions became ineffectual and were disregarded when the U.S. Constitution 
was approved in June 1783. Without any monetary standard for payment of import 
duties the Act of July 31, 1789 then provided that gold coinages of France, England, 
Spain, and Portugal and all other coinage of equal fineness were to be received at 
*eiohty-nine cents for every pennyweight” and set values for many foreign silver coins 
using the words “cents” profusely. It was inaccurate to provide the same value for all 
foreign goid coins by weight. The extensive use of the word “cents” in legislation 
indicated it convenience and practicality. Finally the realization that the United States 
needed both its own monetary unit and its own coinage from its own mint caused a 
Congressional Resolution of March 3, 1791 that artists, machinery and personnel be 
sought for a mint. A very detailed Act for a monetary unit, coinage, legal tender and a 
mint was passed on April 2, 1792 making the dollar equai to 24.75 grains of pure gold to 
be coined 11/12" fine (weight 27 grains). A silver standard equal to the Spanish milled 
dollar was also set for the dollar or unit with fractions of'a dollar, proportionately 
provided for, Section 20 stated that “the money of account of the United States shall be 


expressed in dollars or wnits, dimes or tenths, cents or hundredths and mills or 
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thousandths.” By providing that the cent and half cent should be made of copper the 
legislation standardized the official use of the word cents along with dollars. 

Having insufficient knowledge of the actua} content or the intrinsic value of 
foreign goid and silver coinage Congress rescoived on November 29, 1792 that David Ort 
with the newly appointed Mint Director David Rittenhouse as supervisor to assay foreign 
coinage enc report the findings. French gold guimeas, Spanish gold pistols, English gold 
guineas and Pormguese half Johannes were the only gold coins analyzed and among 
other conclusions it was determined that English and Portuguese gold coins exceeded the 
French and Spanish gold coins in fineness by about 1.4 percent. 

Realizing that there would be a norms] deday in preparing it own coims Congress 
on February $, 1793 for gold comage of Great Britain, Portugal, France and Spain and no 
others except after new assays, providing that 27 grains (1 dwt 3 grains) of British and 
Portuguese coinage should pass for one doilar end that 272/5 grains (1 dwt. 3 2/5 grains) 
of Frerch and Spanish gold coin should pass for one dollar. This amounted to 2 1.46 
percent differential. The Act provided that all such foreign gold coinage would lose its 
lega! tender status 3 years efter the US. Mint produced US. goid end silver coins and 
that tae president Dy proclamation should announce the date. President John Adams 
proclaimed July 22, 1797 that on July 31, 1798 foreign gold coin age would no longer 
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Re: Gold Coin Scale #544232186 
Date: 01/22/2001 10:20:03 AM Central Standard Time 
From: jgordonf@gateway.net (jgordonf) 

Reply-to: jgordonf@gateway.net (jgordonf) 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 





Here's the numbers straight across the left hand side(top row)for Great Britain 1, 3, 13, 48, 1 Portugal 0,89, 
11, 9dollars, 78cents. That's just one sample. Regards, Gordon. 


----- Original Message ----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: jgordonf@gateway.net 

Sent: Sunday, January 21, 2001 1:56 PM 
Subject: Gold Coin Scale #544232186 








| am considering bidding on this item but cannot read the columnar section 
below the titles of the two tables. You quoted the titles in your 
description of the item. 


Would you be kind enough to give me the text of the top few lines under the 
titles? | would very much appreciate your prompt reply. 


Thank you. 


wnn-------------------- Headers -------------------------------- 

Return-Path: <jgordonf@gateway.net> 

Received: from rly-yh04.mx.aol.com (rly-yh04.mail.aol.com [172.18.147.36]) by air-yhO1.mail.aol.com 

(v77.31) with ESMTP; Mon, 22 Jan 2001 11:20:03 -0500 

Received: from smtpc.gateway.net (relay3.gateway.net [208.230.117.233]) by rly-yn04.mx.aol.com (v77.27) 

with ESMTP; Mon, 22 Jan 2001 11:19:44 -0500 

Received: from m3h4p3 (1Cust131.tnt1.augusta.ga.da.uu.net [63.10.55.131]) 
by smtpc. gateway.net (8.9.3/8.9.3) with SMTP id LAA06114 
for <EricNumis@aol.com>; Mon, 22 Jan 2001 11:19:41 -0500 (EST) 

Message-ID: <002d01c08490$0d597{20$83370a3f@m3h4p3> 

Reply-To: "jgordonf” <jgordonf@gateway.net> 

From: "jgordonf" <jgordonf@gateway.net= 

To: <EricNumis@aol.com> 

References: <52.62be933.279c8af5@aol.com> 

Subject: Re: Gold Coin Scale #544232186 

Date: Mon, 22 Jan 2001 11:26:18 -0500 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: multipart/alternative; . 
boundary="----=_NextPart_000_002A_01C08466.23BB9340" 

X-+Priority: 3 

X-MSMail-Priority: Normal 

X-Mailer: Microsoft Outlook Express 5.00:2314.1300 

X-MimeOLE: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V5.00.2314.1300 


Monday, January 22,2001 America Online: EricNumis 
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English Coin Scale with American label 
01/24/2001 4:14:01 PM Central Standard Time 


EricNumis 
jgordan@gateway.net 





| am pleased to be the high bidder on the scale you sold on Ebay and | will send the 
check today or tomorrow. My son was kind enough to help me. | asked you to send 
some of the label content and you did so. That hooked me. Do you know anything 
about the history of the scale? | already have a scale from the year 1750 which is 
made in England and has an American label converting foreign gold coin values into 
“New Tenor" or "Lawful Money" of colonial Massachusetts. The one you sold has to 
be after 1792 and probably before 1815 so | will study the values when | get it. Do you 
have any other money scales or coin or paper money related items? | assumed you 
were in Augusta, Maine but was surprised when it was Georgia. | look forward to 
hearing from you. Eric P. Newman 


thursday, January 25, 2001 America Online: EricNumis 
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18th Century Gold Coin Scales Scale w/18 Wts 


Item #544232186 
Collectibles:Scales 














Bidding is closed for this item. 


























eZ Currently $495.00 (reserve met) First bid $24.99 

mc Quantity 1 #ofbids 11 bid history 

: Time left Auction has ended. Location North Augusta 
oe oe Country USA 

. Started Jan-17-01 11:12:45 PST [4 mail this auction to a friend 

| al | Ends Jan-24-01 11:12:45 PST so request a gift alert 

\ Seller (Rating) jgordonf@gateway.net (104) # 
(to seller) view comments in seller's Feedback Profile | view seller's other auctions | 
(to bidder) ask seller a question 

aes High bid andyrama (188) %% 

waliee or the Payment Money Order/Cashiers Checks, Personal Checks 

high bidder - Shipping Seller ships internationally (worldwide), See item description for shipping charges 


now what? Relist item Seller: Didn't sell your item the first time? eBay will refund your relisting fee if it sells the 
second time around. Relist this item. 


Seller assumes all responsibility for listing this item. You should contact the seller to resolve any 
questions before bidding. Auction currency is U.S. dollars ($) unless otherwise noted. 


What I have up for auction here is a 1700's or early 1800's set of Gold Coin Scales with 
18 Weights and Case. Inside the lid of the case is a description or table for the use of 
these scales. The left hand side table says. A table in which the gold coins of Great 
Britain and Portugal are reduced to an equivalent value in dollars and cents. The right 
hand table says. A table in which the gold coins of France and Spain are reduced to an 
equivalent value in dollars and cents. There are a total of 18 weights included with this 
set. 16 of them are marked with between 1 and 6 dots and each has a Lion Hallmark 
stamped in it. The remaining two are engraved with different markings. The scales are in 
excellent condition with small brass pans connected to the beam with silk threads. A 
rather accurate set of gold coin scales. The neat little wooden case has some designs 
stamped into the lid and is 6 inches X 2 1/4 X 1. Rare to find a set of Scales such as 
these with 18 brass weights still with it. A great addition to your collection. High bidder 
pays $8 for shipping and insurance. Email with any questions and be sure to view my 
other auctions. 


http://cgi.ebay.com/aw-cgi/eBaylSAPI. dll? Viewltemé&item=54423 2186 01/24/2001 


eBay item 544232186 (Ends Jan-24-01 11:12:45 PST) - 18th Century Gold Coin S.../18 Wt Page 2 of 5 


Maat S 


SABLE iy Pts eh geil 


Cena sia ant Flys oval ar 





01/24/2001 


eBay item 544232186 (Ends Jan-24-01 11:12:45 PST) - 18th Century Gold Coin S.../18 Wt Page 3 of 5 





http://cg1.ebay.com/aw-cgi/eBaylSAPI dll’? Viewltem&item=544232 186 01/24/2001 


eBay item 544232186 (Ends Jan-24-01 11:12:45 PST) - 18th Century Gold Coin S.../18 Wt Page 4 of 5 





FREE bulk listing tools, image hosting, counters, auction management solutions, 
AuctionWatch.com 


Bidding 


Bidding is closed for this item. 
If you're the seller or the high bidder - now what? 


1. Contact each other. The seller (jgordonf@gateway.net) and the high bidder (andyrama) should 
contact each other within three business days to discuss payment and shipping details. 


2. Leave feedback for the other party once the the seller has received the payment and the 
winning bidder has received the item. 
Leave feedback to seller - Leave feedback to bidder. 


Details for the seller and high bidder(s): 

The seller should contact the winning bidder(s) with information on the total cost, including 
shipping, and where to send payment. The winning bidder(s) must pay the seller directly for the item 
(s), and it is the seller's responsibility to fulfill the order when payment terms are met. The binding 


http://cgi.ebay.com/aw-cgi/eBayl|SAPI. dll? Viewltem&item=544232186 01/24/2001 
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contract of the auction is between the winning bidder and the seller. 


If the seller is unable to establish contact with the high bidder within 3 business days of the end of 
the auction, he/she may lose the place as winning bidder, and be at risk for receiving negative 
feedback and/or a Non-Paying Bidder warning, both of which can ultimately lead to suspension from 
eBay. 


Seller - Want a safe, easy way to collect payment from the high bidder(s)? 
To collect payment for this item using eBay Online Payments (a service provided by Billpoint), you 
can send the buyer a Billpoint Invoice 








Top Questions From This Page 
¢ How do I place a proxy bid? It looks like I can »* Why isn't my picture showing up? 
only place a maximum bid. ¢ As a seller, how can I cancel an unwanted bid? 
¢ Why doesn't my bid show up? ¢ Why does my email address appear when I 

















¢ What does "reserve not yet met" mean? have a User ID? 

¢ How can I change something or cancel my ¢ How do I register? 

listing completely? * Questions and answers related to Honesty 
Counter 
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Announcements | Register | SafeHarbor (Rules & Safety) | Feedback Forum | About eBay 





Copyright © 1995-2001 eBay Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

Designated trademarks and brands are the property of their respective owners. 

Use of this Web site constitutes acceptance of the eBay User Agreement and Privacy 
Policy. 
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18th Century Gold Coin Scales Scale w/18 Wts 








Item #544232186 
few Upler cht Collectibles:Scales 
Currently $110.00 (reserve not yet met) First bid $24.99 
Quantity 1 #ofbids 8 bid history 
Descri Time left 3 days, 0 hour + Location North Augusta 
Country USA 
- ” ; Started Jan-17-01 11:12:45 PST [J mail this auction to a friend 
1) Ends} Jan-24-01 11:12:45 PST A watch this item 


Seller (Rating) jgordonf@gateway.net (104) %& 
view comments in seller's Feedback Profile | view seller's other auctions | 
ask seller a question 
High bid gzav (4) 
Payment Money Order/Cashiers Checks, Personal Checks 
Shipping Seller ships internationally (worldwide), See item description for shipping charges 











Seller assumes all responsibility for listing this item. You should contact the seller to resolve any 
questions before bidding. Auction currency is U.S. dollars ($) unless otherwise noted. 





Description 


What I have up for auction here is a 1700's or early 1800's set of Gold Coin Scales with 
18 Weights and Case. Inside the lid of the case is a description or table for the use of 
these scales. The left hand side table says. A table in which the gold coins of Great 
Britain and Portugal are reduced to an equivalent value in dollars and cents. The right 
hand table says. A table in which the gold coins of France and Spain are reduced to an 
equivalent value in dollars and cents. There are a total of 18 weights included with this 
set. 16 of them are marked with between 1 and 6 dots and each has a Lion Hallmark 
stamped in it. The remaining two are engraved with different markings. The scales are in 
excellent condition with small brass pans connected to the beam with silk threads. A 
rather accurate set of gold coin scales. The neat little wooden case has some designs 
stamped into the lid and is 6 inches X 2 1/4 X 1. Rare to find a set of Scales such as 
these with 18 brass weights still with it. A great addition to your collection. High bidder 
pays $8 for shipping and insurance. Email with any questions and be sure to view my 
other auctions. 
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FREE bulk listing tools, image hosting, counters, auction management solutions, 


AuctionWatch.com 





18th Century Gold Coin Scales Scale w/18 Wts 
Item #544232186 


Current bid: 
Bid increment: 


Your maximum bid: 


$110.00 (reserve not yet met) 
$2.50 


(Minimum bid: $112.50) 





eBay will bid incrementally on your behalf up to your 
maximum bid, which is kept secret from other eBa 
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How to Bid e 


Register to bid - if you 
haven't already. It's 


free! 


Learn about this seller 
- read feedback 
comments left by 
others. 


Know the details - read 
the item description 
and payment & 
shipping terms closely. 


If you have questions - 
contact the seller 
U&sed=980363565 U1/21/2001 


FIRST CONGRESS. Sess. I. Cu. 5. 1789. 

she is discharged: Provided always, That the said limitation of fifteen 
days shall not extend to vessels Jaden with salt or coal, but if the master 
or owner of such vessels require longer time to discharge their cargoes, 
the wages of the inspector for every day’s attendance, exceeding the 
said fifteen days, shall be paid by the master or owner. And if any 
goods, wares or merchandise, subject to duty, shall be removed from 
the wharf or place where the same may be landed, before they shall be 
weighed or gauged, (as the case may be,) or without the consent of the 
collector, or other proper officer, all such goods, wares and merchan- 
dise, so removed, shall be forfeited. All goods delivered to the collec- 
tor in manner aforesaid, shall be kept at the charge and risk of the 
owner, for a term not exceeding nine months; and if within that time 
no claim be made for the same, an appraisement thereof shall be made 
by two or more reputable merchants, and lodged with the collector, who 
shall sell the same at public auction, and pay the proceeds, retaining the 
duties and charges thereon, into the treasury of the United States, there 
to remain for the use of the owner, who shall, upon due proof of his pro- 
perty, be entitled to receive the same; and the receipt or certificate of 
the collector, shal] exonerate the master or commander from all claim 
of the owner. Provided, That where entry shall have been duly made 
of such goods, the same shall not be appraised; and that where such 
goods are of a perishable nature, they shall be sold forthwith. 

Src. 16. And be it further enacted, That if any goods, wares or mer- 
chandise, on which duties are payable, shall receive damage during the 
voyage, or shall not be accompanied with the original invoice of their 
cost, it shall be lawful for the collector to appoint one merchant, and 
the owner or consignee another, who being sworn or affirmed by the 
collector well and truly to appraise such goods, shall value them accord- 
ingly, and the duties upon such goods shall be estimated according to 
such valuation; and if any package, or any goods stowed in bulk, which 
shall have been entered as is herein before directed, shall not be duly 
delivered, or if any of the packages so entered shall not agree with the 
manifest, or if the manifest shall not agree with the delivery, in every 
such case the person having command shall forfeit and pay the sum of 
two hundred dollars, unless it shall appear that such disagreement was 
occasioned by unavoidable necessity or accident, and not with intention 
to defraud the revenue. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the ad valorem rates of 
duty upon all goods, wares and merchandise, at the place of importation, 
shall be estimated by adding twenty per cent. to the actual cost thereof, 
if imported from the Cape of Good Hope, or from any place beyond the 
same; and ten per cent. on the actual cost thereof, if imported from any 
other place or country, exclusive of all charges. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That all foreign coins and cur- 
rencies shall be estimated according to the following rates: each pound 
sterling of Great Britain, at four dollars forty-four cents ; each livre tour- 
nois of France, at eighteen cents and a half; each florin or guilder of 
the United Netherlands, at thirty-nine cents; each mark banco of Ham- 
burgh, at thirty-three cents and one third; each rix dollar of Denmark, at 
one hundred cents; each rix dollar of Sweden, at one hundred cents; 
each ruble of Russia, at one hundred cents; each real plate of Spain, at 
ten cents; each milree of Portugal, at one dollar and twenty-four cents; 
each pound sterling of Ireland, at four dollars ten cents; each tale of 
China,at one dollar forty-eight cents; each pagoda of India, at one dol- 
lar ninety-four cents; each rupee of Bengal, at fifty-five cents and a 
half; and all other denominations of money in value as near as may be 
to the said rates; and the invoices of all importations shall be made out 
in the currency of the place or country from whence the importation 
shal] be made, and not otherwise. 
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FIRST CONGRESS. Sess. I. Cu. 5. 1789. 


claimant; and if any person shall forcibly resist, prevent, or impede 
any officer of the customs, or their deputies, or any person assisting 
them in the execution of their duty, such persons so offending shall for 
every offence be fined in a sum not exceeding four hundred dollars. 

Sec. 28. And be it further enacted, That every collector, naval 
officer and surveyor, shall within three months after he enters upon the 
execution of his office, give bond with one or more sufficient sureties, 
to be approved of by the comptroller of the treasury of the United 
States, and payable to the said United States, conditioned for the true 
and faithful discharge of the duties of his office according to law; that 
is to say, the collector of Philadelphia in the sum of sixty thousand 
dollars; the collector of New York, fifty thousand dollars; the collector 
of Boston, forty thousand dollars; the collectors of Baltimore town and 
Charleston, thirty thousand dollars; the collector of Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth, fifteen thousand dollars; the collectors of Portsmouth in New 
Hampshire, of Salem and Beverly, Wilmington, Annapolis, Georgetown 
in Maryland, Bermuda Hundred and City Point, and Alexandria, ten 
thousand dollars each; the collectors of Newburyport, Gloucester, Mar- 
blehead, Plymouth, Nantucket, Portland and Falmouth, New London, 
New Haven, Fairfield, Perth Amboy, Chester, Oxford, Yorktown, Dum- 
fries, Georgetown in South Carolina, Beaufort, and Savannah, each five 
thousand dollars; and all the other collectors, in the sum of two thousand 
dollars each. The naval officers for the ports of Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore town and Charleston, ten thousand dollars each; 
and all the other naval officers, in the sum of two thousand dollars each. 
The surveyors of the ports of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Balti- 
more town, and Charleston, five thousand dollars each; and all other 
surveyors, one thousand dollars each; which bonds shall be filed in the 
office of the said comptroller; and be by him severally put in suit for 
the benefit of the United States, upon any breach of the condition 
thereof. 

Src. 29. And be it further enacted, That there shall be allowed and 
paid to the collectors, naval officers and surveyors, to be appointed pur- 
suant to this act, the fees and per centage following, that is to say: To 
each collector, for every entrance of any ship or vessel of one hundred 
tons burthen or upwards, two dollars and a half; for every clearance of 
any ship or vessel of one hundred tons burthen and upwards, two dollars and 
ahalf; for every entrance of any ship or vessel under the burthen of one 
hundred tons, one dollar and a half; for every clearance of a ship or vessel 
under one hundred tons burthen, one dollar and a half; for every permit 
to land goods, twenty cents; for every bond taken officially, forty cents; 
and for every permit to load goods for exportation, which are entitled to 
a drawback, thirty cents; for every official certificate, twenty cents; 
for every bill of health, twenty cents; for every other official document 
(registers excepted) required by the owner or master of every vessel, 
not before enumerated, twenty cents. And where a naval officer is ap- 
pointed to the same port, the said fees shall be equally divided between 
the collector and the said naval officer, apportioning to each his moiety 
of the necessary expenses of stationery, and the rent of an office to be 
provided by the collector, in the place of his residence, most convenient 
for the trade of the district, im which the said collector and naval officer 
shall each have at least one separate room: and the said fees shall be 
received by the collector, who shall settle the accounts monthly, and 
pay to the naval officer the balance which may be due to him on such 
monthly settlement. T'o each surveyor there shal] be allowed, for all 
the services required by law, to be performed by such surveyor, on board 
any ship or vessel of one hundred tons and upwards, and having on 
board goods, wares and merchandise, subject to duty, three dollars; for 
the like services on board any ship or vessel of less than one hundred 
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tons burthen, having on board goods, wares and merchandise, subject 
to duty, one and a half dollars; on all vessels not having on board 
goods, wares and merchandise, subject to duty, two thirds of a dollar: 
all which fees shall be paid to the collector, by the master or owner of 
the ship or vessel in which the services are performed, and the said 
collector shall pay weekly to the surveyor the fees so received. To each 
inspector there shall be allowed for every day he shall be actually 
employed in aid of the customs, a sum not exceeding one dollar and 
twenty-five cents, to be paid by the collector out of the revenue, and 
charged to the public; to the measurers, weighers and gaugers respec- 
tively for their services, shall be allowed, and paid by the collector out 
of the revenue, for the measurement of every one hundred bushels of 
salt or grain, eighteen cents; for the measurement of every one hun- 
dred bushels of coal, twenty-five cents; for the weighing of every one 
hundred and twelve pounds, one cent; for the gauging of every cask, 
six cents. (There shall moreover be allowed to the collectors at each of 
the following ports, to wit: Boston, Salem and Beverly, New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Norfolk or Portsmouth, and Charleston, one 
half a per centum on the amount of all monies by them respectively 
received and paid into the treasury of the United States;) and to the 
collector at each of the other ports by this act established, one per cen- 
tum on the amount of all monies by them respectively received and 
paid into the treasury of the United States. Every collector, naval 
officer and surveyor, shall cause to be affixed, and constantly kept in 
some public and conspicuous place of his office, a fair table of the rates 
of fees, and duties demandable by law; and in case of failure herein, 
shall forfeit and pay one hundred dollars, to be recovered with costs, in 
any court having cognizance thereof, to the use of the informer; and 
if any officer of the customs shall demand, or receive any greater or 
other fee, compensation or reward, for executing any duty or service 
required of him by law, he shall forfeit and pay two hundred dollars for 
each offence, recoverable in manner aforesaid, for the use of the party 
rieved. 

5 Sec. 30. And be it further enacted, That the duties and fees to be 
collected by virtue of this act, shall be received in gold and silver coin 
only, at the following rates, that is to say, the gold coins of France, 
England, Spain and Portugal, and all other gold coin of equal fineness, 
at eighty-nine cents for every pennyweight. The Mexican dollar at 
one hundred cents; the crown of France at one dollar and eleven cents; 
the crown of England at one dollar and eleven cents; and all silver coins 
of equal fineness at one dollar and eleven cents per ounce. 

Sec. 31. And be tt further enacted, That all the drawbacks allowed 
by law on the exportation of goods, wares and merchandise imported, 
shall be paid or allowed by the collector at whose office the said goods, 
wares and merchandise were originally entered, and not otherwise, re- 
taining one per centum for the benefit of the United States. 

Src. 32. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That no goods, 
wares or merchandise, entitled to drawback, shall be reladen before an 
entry shall be made with the collector of the port from whence such 
goods are intended to be exported; which entry shall contain a particu- 
lar account of the casks and packages, their marks, numbers and con- 
tents, the cost thereof, the vessel or vessels in which they were imported, 
and the place or places imported from; and the person or persons in- 
tending to export such goods, shall give bond, with one or more suffi- 
cient sureties, that the same or any part thereof, shall not be relanded 
in any port or place within the limits of the United States, as settled by 
the late treaty of peace; and shall moreover make oath or affirmation as 
to the truth of the entry, that the goods, wares and merchandise, are in 
quantity, quality and value, as therein expressed, according to the inward 
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and not Jess than five tons burthen, employed between any of the dis- 
tricts of the United States, in any bay or river, and having a license from 
the collector of the district to which such vessel belongs, from entering 
and clearing for the term of one year, be extended to vessels not exceed- 
ing fifty tons: provided, such vessels shall not have on board goods, 
wares or merchandise, other than such as are actually the growth or 
produce of the United States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That so much of an act, intituled, 
“ An act to regulate the collection of the duties imposed by law on the 


tonnage of ships or vessels, and on goods, wares and merchandises im- 3 


ported into the United States,” as hath rated the ruble of Russia at one 
hundred cents, be, and the same is hereby repealed and made null and 


void. 
APPROVED, September 29, 1789. 





Cuar. XXIII.—An Act making Appropriations for the Service of the present 
year. 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That there 
be appropriated for the service of the present year, to be paid out of the 
monies which arise, either from the requisitions heretofore made upon 
the several states, or from the duties on impost and tonnage, the follow- 
ing sums, viz. A sum not exceeding two hundred and sixteen thousand 
dollars for defraying the expenses of the civil list, under the late and 
present government; a sum not exceeding one hundred and thirty-seven 
thousand dollars for defraying the expenses of the department of war; a 
sum not exceeding one hundred and ninety thousand dollars for dis- 
charging the warrants issued by the late board of treasury, and remain- 
ing unsatisfied; and a sum not exceeding ninety-six thousand dollars for 
paying the pensions to invalids. - 

ApproveD, September 29, 1789. 





Crap. XXIV.—Jn fet providing for the payment of the Invalid Pensioners of 
the United States. 


Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
military pensions which have been granted and paid by the states 
respectively, in pursuance of the acts of the United States in Congress 
assembled, to the invalids who were wounded and disabled during the 
late war, shall be continued and paid by the United States, from the 
fourth day of March last, for the space of one year, under such regula- 
tions as the President of the United States may direct. 

ApproveD, September 29, 1789. 


eS 


Crap. XXV.—/An Jet to recognize and adapt to the Constitution of the United 
States the establishment of the Troops raised under the Resolves of the United 
States in Congress assembled, and for other purposes therein mentioned. 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
establichment contained in the resolve of the late Congress of the third 
day of October, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, except 
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accordingly, and the duties upon such goods shall be estimated agreeably 
to such appraisement or valuation: And in respect to such damaged 
articles as are charged with a specific duty, by number, weight or mea- 
sure, the said appraisers shall certify what in their judgment would have 
been their value, in case they had not been so damaged, and there shall 
be an abatement in the duty in proportion to the difference in value. 
Provided, That if the owner or owners, consignee or consignees of such 
goods not accompanied with an original invoice, shall choose to wait 
the receipt thereof, in such case the said collector shall take into his 
custody the said goods, and shal] keep or cause the same to be kept 
with due and reasonable care, at the expense and risk of the party or 
parties, until the said invoice shall arrive, or until the said party or par- 
ties shall consent to the valuation thereof. 

Sec. 38. And be it further enacted, That if any ship or vessel from 
any foreign port or place, compelled by distress of weather or other ne- 
cessity, shall put into any port or place of the United States, not being 
destined for the same; and if the master or person having charge or com- 
mand of such ship or vessel, together with the mate or person next in 
command, shall, within twenty-four hours after her arrival, make protest 
in the usual form upon oath before a notary public, or other person duly 
authorized, or before the collector of the district where the said ship or 
vessel shall so arrive, who is hereby empowered to administer the same, 
setting forth the cause and circumstances of such distress or necessity, 
and shall within forty-eight hours after such arrival, make report to the 
said collector, of the said ship or vessel and her cargo as in other cases. 
And if it shall be made appear to the said collector, by the certificate of 
the wardens of the port, or other officers usually charged with, and ac- 
customed to ascertaining the condition of ships and vessels arriving in 
distress, if any such there be, or by the certificate of any two reputable 
merchants, to be named for that purpose by the said collector, if no such 
wardens or other officers there be, that there is a necessity for unlading 
the said ship or vessel, the said collector shall grant a permit for that 
purpose, and shall appoint an inspector or inspectors to oversee such 
unlading. And all goods so unladen shall be stored under the direction 
of the said collector; who, upon request of the master or other person 
having charge or command of such ship or vessel, or of the owner 
thereof, shall grant a license to dispose of such part of the said cargo as 
may be of a perishable nature (if any there be) or as may be necessary 
to defray the expenses attending such ship or vessel, and her cargo: 
Provided, That the duties thereupon be first paid. And the said goods, 
or the remainder thereof, may afterwards be reladen on board the said 
ship or vessel, and the said ship or vessel may proceed with the same to 
the place of her destination, free from any other charge than for the 
storing and safe-keeping of the said goods. 

Src. 89. And be it further enacted, That the ad valorem rates of duty 
upon goods, wares and merchandise at the place of importation, shall be 
estimated by adding twenty percent. to the actual cost thereof, if im- 
ported from the Cape of Good Hope, or from any place beyond the 
same; and ten per cent. on the actual cost thereof if imported from any 
other place or country, exclusive of charges. 

Sec. 40, And be it further enacted, That all foreign coins and curren- 
cies shall be estimated according to the following rates: Each pound 
sterling of Great Britain at four dollars and forty-four cents; each livre 
tournois of France at eighteen cents and an half; each ‘florin or guilder 
of the United Netherlands, at thirty-nine cents; each mark banco of 
Hamburg, at thirty-three cents and one-third ; each rix dollar of Den- 
mark, at one hundred cents; each rial of plate of Spain, at ten cents; 
each milree of Portugal at one dollar and twenty-four cents; each pound 
sterling of-Ireland, at four dollars ten cents; each tale of China at one 
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dollar forty-eight cents; each pagoda of India, at one dollar ninety-four 
cents; each rupee of Bengal, at fifty-five cents and an half; and all other 
denominations of money in value as near as may be to the said rates, 

Sec. 41. And be it further enacted, That all duties on goods, wares 
and merchandise imported, shall be paid or secured to be paid, before a 
permit shall be granted for landing the same. And where the amount 
thereof on goods imported in any ship or vessel, on account of one per- 
son only, or of several persons jointly interested, shall not exceed fifty 
dollars, the same shall be immediately paid; but where the said amount 
shall exceed fifty dollars, the same may, at the option of the proprietor 
or proprietors, consignee or consignees, be either immediately paid or 
secured by bond, with condition for the payment thereof, if accruing 
upon articles of the produce of the West Indies, in four months; if ac- 
cruing on Madeira wines, in twelve months; if accruing upon any other 
goods, wares or merchandise, other than teas imported from China, in 
six months; which bond, at the like option of the said proprietor or pro- 
prietors, consignee or consignees, shall either include one or more sure- 
ties, to the satisfaction of the collector of the district where the said 
duties shall accrue, or shall be accompanied with a deposit in the cus- 
tody of the said collector, of so much of the said goods as shall in his 
judgment be a sufficient security for the amount of the duties for which 
such bond shall have been given, and the charge of the safe keeping and 
sale of the goods so deposited ; which deposit shall and may be accepted 
in lieu of the said surety or sureties, and shall be kept by the said col- 
lector, with due and reasonable care, at the expense and risk of the party 
or parties on whose account the same shall have been made, until the 
sum specified in such bond shall have become due, at which time if such 
sum shall not be paid, so much of the said deposited goods as may be 
necessary, shall be sold at public sale, and the proceeds thereof, after 
deducting the charges of keeping and sale, shal] be applied to the pay- 
ment of such sum, rendering the overplus and the residue of the said 
goods, if any there be, to the person or persons by whom such deposit 
shall have been made, or to his, her or their representatives.: Provided, 
That no person whose bond for the payment of duties is due and unsa- 
tisfied, shall be allowed a future credit for duties, until such bond shall 
be fully paid or discharged. 

Sec. 42. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That all teas 
imported from China may, at the option of the proprietor or consignee 
thereof, be deposited in the custody of the collector with whom the same 
shall he entered, or the duties thereon secured by bond, with one or 
more sureties, to the satisfaction of the collector, with condition for the 
payment of such duties within twelve months; and in case of depositing 
such teas, they shall be kept at the charge of the person or persons de- 
positing the same. And the collector shall deliver such teas, or part 
thereof, from time to time, to the person or persons depositing the same, 
or to his or their order, on payment of the duties for such part as may 
be so delivered, and not otherwise; and in case the whole of the duties 
shall not be paid within eighteen months from the time of the entry 
made, it shal] be the duty of the said collector to sell at public auction 
so much of the said teas as shall be sufficient to pay the duties then due, 
together with the charges of sale and safe keeping, and to return the 
overplus to the person or persons who shall have deposited such teas, or 
his, her or their representatives; and for such teas as have been imported 
from China in the present year, the owner or consignee thereof shall be 
entitled to deposit the same, or to give bond, payable in like manner, 
and under like regulations, as are herein before directed for teas which 
shall hereafter be imported, notwithstanding the duties on such teas may 
have been already secured to be paid. 

Sec. 43. And be it further enacted, That the duties imposed by law 
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Town Creek, Albany, Hudson, Stonington, East Greenwich, and Glou- 
cester, fifty dollars each, 

Sec. 55. And be it further enacted, That every collector, naval offi- 
cer, and surveyor, shall cause to be affixed and constantly kept in some 
public and conspicuous place of his office, a fair table of the rates of 
fees and duties demandable by law, and shall give a receipt for the fees 
he shall receive, specifying the particulars; and in case of failure therein, 
shall forfeit and pay one hundred dollars, to be recovered with costs, in 
any court having cognizance thereof, to the use of the informer; and 
if any officer of the customs shall demand or receive any greater or other 
fee, compensation or reward, for executing any duty or service required 
of him by law, he shall forfeit and pay two hundred dollars for each 
offence, recoverable in manner aforesaid for the use of the party grieved. 

Sec. 56. And be it further enacted, That the duties and fees to be 
collected by virtue of this act, shall be payable in gold or silver coin, at 
the following rates—that is to say : The gold coins of France, England, 
Spain and Portugal, and all other gold coins of equal fineness, at eighty- 
nine cents for every penny weight : The Mexican dollar at one hundred 
cents; the crown of France at one dollar and eleven cents; the crown 
of England at one dollar and eleven cents; all silver coin of equal 
fineness, at one dollar and eleven cents per ounce; and cut silver of 
equal fineness, at one dollar and six cents per ounce. 

ec. 57. And be it further enacted, That all the drawbacks allowed 
by law on the exportation of goods, wares and merchandise ,imported, 
shall be paid or allowed by the collector at whose office the said goods, 
wares and merchandise were originally entered, and not otherwise, re- 
taining one per centum for the benefit of the United States. And that 
the allowances on dried and pickled fish of the fisheries of the United 
States, and on salted provisions of the United States, shall be paid by 
the collector of the district from which the same shall be exported, with- 
out any deduction or abatement. 

Sec. 58. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That in order 
to entitle the exporter or exporters of any goods, wares or merchandise, 
to the benefit of the said drawbacks or allowances, he or she shall, pre- 
vious to putting or lading the same on board of any ship or vessel for 
exportation, give twenty-four hours notice at least to the collector of the 
district from which the same are about to be exported, of his, her or 
their intention to export the same, and of the particulars thereof, and 
of the casks, cases, chests, boxes and other packages or parcels contain- 
ing the same, or of which the same consists, and of their respective 
marks, numbers and contents, and if imported articles, of the ship or 
ships, vessel or vessels in which the person or persons for or by whom, 
and the place or places from which they were imported. And in respect 
to the said imported articles proof shall be made to the satisfaction of 
the said collector, by the oaths of the person or persons (including the 
said exporter or exporters) through whose hands the said articles shall 
have passed, according to the best of their knowledge and belief, re 
specting the due importation of the said articles according to law, and in 
conformity to such notice of their identity, and of the payment or secur- 
ing the payment of the duties thereupon. And in respect to the said 
dried and pickled fish and salted provisions, proof shall be made to the 
satisfaction of the said collector, according to the circumstances of the 
case, that the same, if fish, are of the fisheries of the United States; if 
salted provisions, were salted within the United States. And the said 
collector shall inspect or cause to be inspected, the goods, wares or 
merchandise so notified for exportation; and if they shall be found to 
correspond with the notice and proof concerning the same, the said col- 
lector shal] grant a permit for Jading the same on board the ship or 
vessel named in such notice, which lading shall be fees hg under the 
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so to be included, shall form a part of the district not exceeding ten 
miles square, for the permanent seat of the government of the United 
States, in like manner and to all intents and purposes, as if the same 
had been within the purview of the above recited act: Provided, That 
nothing herein contained, shall authorize the erection of the public 
buildings otherwise than on the Maryland side of the river Potomac, as 
required by the aforesaid act. 

Approved, March 3, 1791. 


Cuap. XVIII.—An Act supplemental to the act ‘establishing the Treasury De- 
partment,” and for a farther compensation to certain officers. 


Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘That the 
eighth section of the act, intituled “ An act to establish the treasury de- 
partment,” passed the second day of September, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-nine, shall be, and the same is hereby extended to 
all and every of the clerks employed in the treasury department, as fully 
and effectually as if they and every of them were specially named there- 
in, except as to the penalty in such section mentioned, which in case 
of any such clerk offending against the provisions of the said section, 
shall be five hundred dollars, and removal! from office. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That each and every clerk and 
other officer already appointed in any of the departments of the United 
States, (and who have not, since their appointment, taken the oath or 
affirmation hereafter mentioned) shall within fifteen days after the pass- 
ing of this act, and those who shall hereafter be appointed, shall before 
they enter upon the duties of such appointment, take an oath or affir- 
mation before one of the justices of the supreme court, or one of the 
judges of a district court of the United States, to support the consti- 
tution of the United States, and also an oath or affirmation, well and 
faithfully to execute the trust committed to him, which oaths or affirma- 
tions, subscribed by such clerk, and certified by the person administering 
the same, shall be filed in the office of the person employing such clerk. 

Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
for the principal in any of the offices of the United States, who is autho- 
rized by law to appoint clerks under him, to allow to each clerk such 
compensation for his services, as he shall, in the opinion of such officer, 
deserve for the same: Provided, That the whole sum to be expended 
for clerks in any such office (except the chief clerk) shall not exceed a 
sum equal to five hundred dollars per annum for every clerk employed 
therein. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 'That 
there shall be allowed for one year, commencing with the passing of 
this act, to the register, two hundred and fifty dollars, and to the auditor, 
the comptroller of the treasury, and the attorney general, four hun- 
dred dollars each, in addition to their respective salaries, and to be paid 
in the same manner. 

Approven, March 3, 1791. 


Cuar. XIX.—/An Act relative to the Rix-Dollar of Denmark, 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of an 
act, intituled “An act to provide more effectually for the collection of 
the duties imposed by law on goods, wares and merchandise imported 
into the United States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels,” as hath 
rated the rix-dollar of Denmark at one hundred cents, be, and the same 
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the mint of the United States, to be conformable to the respective stand- 
ards required, and proclamation thereof shall have been made by the 
President of the United States. 

Sec. 2. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That at the ex- 
piration of three years next ensuing the time when the coinage of gold 
and silver, agreeably to the act, entitled “An act establishing a mint, 
and regulating the coins of the United States,” shall commence at the 
mint of the United States, (which time shall be announced by the pro- 
clamation of the President of the United States,) all foreign gold coins, 
and all foreign silver coins, except Spanish milled dollars and parts of 
such dollars, shall cease to be a legal tender, as aforesaid. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all foreign gold and silver 
coins, (except Spanish milled dollars, and parts of such dollars,) which 
shall be received in payment for monies due to the United States, after 
the said time, when the coining of gold and silver coins shall begin at 
the mint of the United States, shall, previously to their being issued in 
circulation, be coined anew, in conformity to the act, entitled “An act 
establishing a mint and regulating the coins of the United States.” 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of July next, the fifty-fifth section of the act, entitled “An act to provide 
more effectually for the collection of the duties imposed by law on goods, 
wares and merchandise imported into the United States,” which ascer- 
tains the rates at which foreign gold and silver coins shall be received 
for the duties and fees to be collected in virtue of the said act, be, and 
the same is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the assay, provided to be 
made by the act, entitled “An act establishing a mint, and regulating 


the coins of the United States,” shall commence in the manner as by . 


the said act is prescribed, on the second Monday of February, annually, 
any thing in the said act to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Approvep, February 9, 1793. 
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with this act, continued in force for the space of one year, from the 
passing of this act, and from thence until the end of the session of Con- 
ess then, or next thereafter holden, and no longer. 

Accounts Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in all cases, where any sum 
cee Sy oe or sums of money have issued, or shall hereafter issue, from the trea- 
videettled, . suty, for the purposes of intercourse or treaty, with foreign nations, in 

pursuance of any law, the President shall be, and he hereby is authorized 
to cause the same to be duly settled annually with the accounting offi- 
cers of the treasury, in manner following, that is to say; by causing 
the same to be accounted for, specifically, in all instances, wherein the ex- 
penditure thereof may, in his judgment, be made public; and by making 
a certificate or certificates, or causing the Secretary of State to make a 
certificate or certificates of the amount of such expenditures, as he may 
think it advisable not to specify; and every such certificate shall be 
deemed a sufficient voucher for the sum or sums therein expressed to 
have been expended. 
Approvep, February 9, 1793. 





Sratcte II. 


Feb. 9, 1793. Cuap V.—An Act regulating foreign Coins, and for other purposes.(a) 
Rates of fo-  Sgcrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 


rege cant °F tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from 
and after the first day of July next, foreign gold and silver coins shall 
pass current as money within the United States, and be a legal tender 
for the payment of all debts and demands, at the several and respective 
rates following, and not otherwise, viz: The gold coins of Great Britain 
and Portugal, of their present standard, at the rate of one hundred cents 
for every twenty-seven grains of the actual weight thereof; the gold coins 
of France, Spain and the dominions of Spain, of their present standard, 
at the rate of one hundred cents for every twenty-seven grains and two 
fifths of a grain, of the actual weight thereof. Spanish milled dollars, 
at the rate of one hundred cents for each dollar, the actual weight 
whereof shall not be less than seventeen pennyweights and seven grains; 
and in proportion for the parts of a dollar. Crowns of France, at the 
rate of one hundred and ten cents for each crown, the actual weight 
whereof, shall not be Jess than eighteen pennyweights and seventeen 
grains, and in proportion for the parts of a crown. But no foreign coin 
that may have been, or shall be issued subsequent to the first day of 
January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, shal] be a tender, 
as aforesaid, until samples thereof shall have been found, by assay, at 





(a) Acts relating to foreign coins: An act to provide more effectually for the collection of the duties 
imposed by law on ane wares, and merchandise, imported into the United States, and on the tonnage 
of vessels, August 4, 1790, chap. 35, sec. 40; an act relative to the rix dollar of Denmark, March 3, 
1791, chap. 19; an act regulating foreign coins, and for other purposes, February 9, 1793, chap. 5; an 
act supplementary to an act regulating foreign coins, and for other purposes, February 1, 1798, chap. 115 
an act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and tonnage, March 2, 1799, chap. 22, sec. 61; an 
act to suspend in part the act entitled, ‘‘An act regulating foreign coins, and for other purposes,”” April 
30, 1802, chap. 33; an act regulating the currency of foreign coins in the United States, April 10, 1806, 
chap. 22; an act regulating the currency within the United States, of the gold coins of Great Britain, 
France, Portugal, and Spain, and crowns of France, and five franc pieces, April 29, 1816, chap. 139 ; 
an act to continue in force an act regulating the currency within the United States, of the gold coins of 
Great Britain, France, Portugal, and Spain, and crowns of France, and five franc picces, March 3, 1819, 
chap. 96; an act to continue in force an act entitled, “An act regulating the currency within the United 
States, of the gold coins of Great Britain, France, Portugal, and Spain, and crowns of France, and five 
franc pieces,” March 3, 1821, chap. 52; an act to contigue in force an act entitled, ‘‘An act regulating 
the currency within the United States, of the gold coins of Great Britain, France, Portugal, and Spain, 
and crowns of France, and five franc pieces,’”? March 3, 1823, chap. 49; an act regulating the value of 
certain foreign silver coins within the United States, June 25, 1834, chap. 71; an act regulating the value 
of certain foreign gold coins within the United States, June 28, 1834, chap. 96; an act supplementary to 
an act entitled, ‘‘An act establishing a mint, and regulating the coins of the United States,’? January 18, 
1837, chap. 3, sec. 8; an act regulating the currency of foreign gold and silver coins in the United States, 
March 3, 1843, chap. 69; an act to tix the value of certain foreign moneys of account in computations at” 
the custom-house, March 3, 1843, chap. 92. 
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Sec. 78. And be it further enacted, That every collector, naval officer 
and surveyor, shal] cause to be affixed, and constantly kept in some pub- 
lic and conspicuous place of his office, a fair table of the rates of fees 
and duties demandable by law, and shall give a receipt for the fees he 
shall receive, specifying the particulars whenever required so to do; and 
in case of failure therein, shall forfeit and pay one hundred dollars, to be 
recovered with costs, in any proper court having cognizance thereof, to 
the use of the informer; and if any officer of the customs shall demand 
or receive any greater, or other fee, compensation or reward, for exe- 
cuting any duty or service required of him by law, he shall forfeit and 
pay two hundred dollars for each offence, recoverable in manner afore- 
said, for the use of the party aggrieved. And if any inspector, gauger, 
weigher or measurer, shall receive any gratuity, fee or reward for any 
services performed by virtue of this act, other than is by law allowed, or 
if any gauger, weigher or measurer, employed as such by the public, in 
the districts of Portsmouth, Salem and Beverly, Boston and Charles- 
town, Providence, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth, or Charleston, shall gauge, weigh or measure, any article or 
articles other than shall be directed by the proper officer in order to 
ascertain the duties to be received, or the drawbacks to be allowed 
thereon, or shall make a return of the weight, gauge or measure of any 
merchandise laden, or to be laden, on board any ship or vessel for the 
benefit of drawback upon exportation, without having actually weighed, 
gauged or measured the same, as the case may require, after such mer- 
chandise shall have been notified to the collector and entered for expor- 
tation, they shall for the first offence forfeit and pay the sum of fifty 
dollars, and for the second offence shall forfeit two hundred dollars, and 
be discharged from the public service; and if any inspector or other 
officer of the customs shall certify the shipment of any merchandise en- 
titled to drawback on exportation, without having duly inspected and 
examined the same, after he shal] have received the permit for lading 
such merchandise, or, if the amount of such drawback shall be esti- 
mated according to weight, gauge or measure, until such merchandise 
shall be first weighed, gauged or measured, as the case may require, he 
shall be subject to the like forfeitures, and be discharged from the public 
service. 

Src. 74. And be it further enacted, That all duties and fees to be col- 
lected shall be payable in money of the United States, or in foreign gold 
and silver coins, at the following rates; that is to say: The gold: coins 
of Great Britain and Portugal of the standard prior to the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-two, at the rate of one hundred cents for 
every twenty-seven grains of the actual weight thereof; the gold coins 
of France, Spain and the dominions of Spain, of the standard prior to 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, at the rate of one 
hundred cents for every twenty-seven grains and two fifths of a grain of 
the actual weight thereof; Spanish milled dollars at the rate of one hun- 
dred cents for each dollar, the actual weight whereof shall not be less 
than seventeen pennyweights and seven grains, and in proportion for the 
parts of a dollar; crowns of France at the rate of one hundred and ten 
cents for each crown, the actual weight whereof shall not be Jess than 
eighteen pennyweights and seventeen grains, and in proportion for the 
parts of acrown. Provided, that no foreign coins shall be receivable 
which are not by law a tender for the payment of all debts, except in 
consequence of a proclamation of the President of the United States, 
authorizing such foreign coins to be received in payment of the duties 
and fees aforesaid. 

Sec. 75. And be it further enacted, That a drawback of duties, as 
prescribed by law shall be allowed and paid on all goods, wares or mer- 
chandise imported into the United States, in respect to all such goods, 
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thereof, which shall not be disposed of as aforesaid, may afterwards be 
reladen on board the said ship or vessel, under the inspection of the 
officer who superintended the landing thereof, or other proper person; 
and the said ship or vessel may proceed with the same to the place of 
her destination, free from any other charge than for the storing and safe- 
keeping of the said goods, and fees to the officers of the customs as in 
other cases. 

Sec. 61. And be it further enacted, That the ad valorem rates of 
duty upon goods, wares and merchandise at the place of importation, 
shall be estimated by adding twenty per cent. to the actual costs thereof, 
if imported from the Cape of Good Hope, or from any place beyond the 
same; and ten per cent. on the actual cost thereof, if imported from any 
other place, or country, including all charges, commissions, outside 

ackages and insurance only excepted. 

That all foreign coins and currencies shall be estimated at the fol- 
lowing rates: each pound sterling of Great Britain, at four dollars and 
forty-four cents; each livre tournois of France at eighteen and a half 
cents; each florin or guilder of the United Netherlands, at forty cents; 
each mark banco of Hamburgh, at thirty-three and one third cents; 
each rix dollar of Denmark, at one hundred cents; each rial of plate 
and each rial of vellon of Spain, the former at ten cents, the latter at 
five cents each; each milree of Portugal, at one dollar and twenty-four 
cents; each pound sterling of Ireland, at four dollars and ten cents; 
each tale of China, at one dollar and forty-eight cents; each pagoda of 
India, at one dollar and ninety-four cents; each rupee of Bengal, at 
fifty-five cents and one half; and all other denominations of money, in 
value, as nearly as may be to the said rates, or the intrinsic value there- 
of, compared with money of the United States: Provided, that it shall 
be Jawful for the President of the United States, to cause to be estab- 
lished fit and proper regulations for estimating the duties on goods, 
wares and merchandise imported into the United States, in respect to 
which the original cost shall be exhibited in a depreciated currency, 
issued and circulated under authority of any foreign government. 

Szc. 62. And be it further enacted, That all duties on goods, wares 
or merchandise imported, shall be paid or secured to be paid, before a 
permit shall be granted for landing the same; and where the amount of 
such duty on goods imported in any ship or vessel, on account of one 
person only, or of several persons jointly interested, shall not exceed fifty 
dollars, the same shall be immediately paid, and if it exceed that sum, 
shall, at the option of the importer or importers, be paid or secured to 
be paid by bond, if on articles the produce of the West-Indies (salt ex- 
cepted) the one half in three, and the other half in six calendar months; 
on salt in nine calendar months; on Madeira and al] other wines, in 
twelve calendar months; on all goods, wares or merchandise (other than 
wines, salt and teas imported from Europe) one third in eight, one third 
in ten, and one third in twelve calendar months; and all goods, wares 
and merchandise, other than wines, salt and teas, imported from any 
other place than Europe and the West-Indies, one half in six months, 
one quarter in nine months, and the other quarter in twelve months 
from the date of each respective importation; which bond or bonds 
shall include one or more sureties, to the satisfaction of the collector of 
the district where the said duties shall accrue; and on teas imported 
from China or Europe, it shall be at the option of the importer or im- 
porters (to be determined at the time of making entry therefor) either 
to secure the duties thereon, on the same terms and stipulations as on 
other goods, wares and merchandise imported, or to give his or her, or 
their bond to the collector of the district, where any such teas shall be 
landed, in double the amount of the duties thereupon, with condition 
for the payment of the said duties in two years, from the date of such 

Vor. I.—85 31, 
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such damages, as shall be legally assessed, with costs of suit; for which 
execution may issue for such party in due form, and in case such party 
shall fail to recover in the suit, judgment shall be rendered and execu- 
tion may issue for costsin favour of the defendant or defendants against 
the party who shall have instituted the suit; and the United States shall 
in no case be liable for the same. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said bonds shall, after 
any judgment or judgments rendered thereon, remain as a security, for 
the benefit of any person, persons, or body politic, injured by breach of 
the condition of the same, until the whole penalty shall have been reco- 
yered; and the proceedings shall be always in the same manner, and as: 
herein before directed. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all suits on marshals’ bonds, 
if the right of action has already accrued, shall be commenced and pro- 
secuted within three years after the passage of this act, and not after- 
wards. And all such suits, in case the right of action shall accrue here- 
after, shall be commenced and prosecuted within six years after the said 
right of action shall have accrued, and not afterwards ; saving, neverthe- 
less, the rights of infants, feme coverts, and persons non compos mentis, SO 
that they sue within three years after their disabilities are removed. 

Approvep, April 10, 1806. 





Cuap. XXII.—An Act regulating the currency of foreign coins in the United 
States.(a) 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the pas- 
sage of this act, foreign gold and silver coins shall pass current as money 
within the United States, and be a legal tender for the payment of all 
debts and demands, at the several and respective rates following, and not 
otherwise, viz: 

The gold coins of Great Britain and Portugal, of their present stan- 
dard, at the rate of one hundred cents, for every twenty-seven grains of 
the actual weight thereof; the gold coins of France, Spain, and the 
dominions of Spain, of their present standard, at the rate of one hun- 
dred cents, for every twenty-seven grains and two-fifths of a grain, of 
the actual weight thereof. Spanish milled dollars, at the rate of one 
hundred cents for each, the actual weight whereof shall not be less than 
seventeen pennyweights and seven grains, and in proportion for the. 
parts of a dollar. Crowns of France at the rate of one hundred and, 
ten cents, for each crown, the actual weight whereof shall not be less 
than eighteen pennyweights and seventeen grains, and in proportion for 
the parts of a crown. And it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, to cause assays of the foreign gold and silver coins made cur- 


rent by this act, to be had at the mint of the United States, at least once . 
in every year, and to make report of the result thereof to Congress, for - 
the purpose of enabling them to make such alterations in this act, as | 


may become requisite, from the real standard value of such foreign coins. 
And it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, to cause assays 
of the foreign gold and silver coins of the description made current by 
this act, which shall issue subsequently to the passage of this act, and 
shall circulate in the United States, at the mint aforesaid, at least once 
in every year, and to make report of the result thereof to Congress, for 
the purpose of enabling Congress to make such coins current, if they 
shall deem the same to be proper, at their real standard value. 





(2) See act of August 4, 1790, sec. 39, vol. i. 167. 

An act relative to the rix dollar of Denmark, March 3, 1791, chap. 19, vol. i. 215. 

An act regulating foreign coins, and for other purposes, February 9, 1793, vol. i. 300. 

An act supplementary to “‘ an act regulating foreign coins, and for other purposes,”? February 1, 1798, 
chap. 11, vol. i. 539. 

An act to regulate the duties on imports and tonnage, March 2, 1799, chap. 22, sec. 61, vol. i. 673. 
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Cuap. CKXXIX.—An Act regulating the currency within the United States, of 
the gold coins of Great Britain, France, Portugal, and Spain, and the crowns 
of France, and five-franc preces. (4) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That from the passage of this 
act and for three years thereafter, and no longer, the following gold and 
silver coins shall pass current as money within the United States, and be 
a legal tender for the payment of all debts and demands, at the several 
and respective rates following, and not otherwise, videlicet: the gold 
coins of Great Britain and Portugal, of their present standard, at the 
rate of one hundred cents for every seventy-seven grains, or eighty-eight 
cents and eight-ninths per pennyweight; the gold coins of France, of 
their present standard, at the rate of one hundred cents for every twenty- 
seven and a half grains, or eighty-seven and a quarter cents per penny- 
weight: the gold coins of Spain, at the rate of one hundred cents for 
every twenty-eight and a half grains, or cighty-four cents per penny- 
weight; the crowns of France, at the rate of one hundred and seven- 
teen cents and six-tenths per ounce, or one hundred and ten cents for 
each crown weighing eighteen pennyweights and seventeen grains; the 
five-franc pieces at the rate of one hundred and sixteen cents per ounce, 
or ninety-three cents and three mills for each five-franc piece, weighing 
sixteen pennyweights and two grains. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to cause assays of the foregoing gold and 
silver coins, made current by this act, to be had at the mint of the 
United States, at Jeast once in every year: and to make report of the 
result thereof to Congress. 

Approven, April 29, 1816. 


Cuar. CXL.—An Act supplementury to an- act making alterations in the 
Treasury and War Depariments, passed the eighth day of May, 1792.(0) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled, 'That there shall be 
appointed by the President of the United States, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, an additional accountant in the Department 
of War, whose duty it shall be to adjust and settle all the accounts in 
that department existing at the conclusion of the late war and are now 
unsettled. In the execution of this duty he shall conform to the regu- 
lations which govern the accountant of the War Department, and shall 
receive the same compensation for his services and be entitled to the 
same privileges of franking. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the expenses of 
clerks to be employed under his direction, and for the payment of his 
salary, the sum of eight thousand eight hundred and seven dollars is 
hereby appropriated out of any money in the treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue in 
force for one year from the passing thereof, and to the end of the next 
session of Congress thereafter, and no longer. 

Arrrovep, April 29, 1816. 





(a) The provisions of the acts of Congress in relation to the value of foreign coins will be found vol. i. 
pp- 167, 168, 300, 539, 673, 680. 

(0) Sec note referring to the act relative to the Treasury Department, vol. i. 279. Also see note to 
the act of March 3, 1817, ch. 45. 
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Cuar. XCV.—An Act granting a donation of land to the state of Illinois, for 
the seat of government of said state. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That there shall be granted to 
the state of Illinois four sections of land, or contiguous quarter sections 
and fractions, not exceeding the quantity contained in four entire sections, 
for the purpose of fixing thereon the seat of government for the said 
state; which lands shall be selected in the manner provided by the thir- 
tieth section of the schedule to the constitution of the said state: Provi- 
ded, That such selection shall be made before the public sale of the 
adjoining public lands shall have taken place. 

ApproveD, March 3, 1819. 


Cuap. XCVI.—An Act authorizing the purchase of fire engines and for building 
houses for the safe focus of the same. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized and requested to cause 
to be purchased two fire engines, of the first class, with proper cop- 
per suction pipes, and six hundred feet of rivet leathern hose, for the 
purpose of protecting the public and other buildings in the. city of 
Washington from fire. 

Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That the President of the United 
States cause to be built two good and sufficient houses, for the safe keep- 
ing of the said engines; one to be located on the Capitol hill near the 
Capitol, and one near the President’s house and public offices. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the expenses 
of the same, the sum of four thousand five hundred dollars be, and is 
hereby, appropriated, out of any unappropriated money in the trea- 
sury. 

Approvep, March 3, 1819. 





Crap. XCVII.—An Act to continue in force an act regulating the currency, 
within the United States, of the gold coins of Great Britain, France, Portugal, 
and Spain, and the crowns of France, and five france pieces. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the gold coins of Great 
Britain and Portugal, of their present standard, shall be a legal tender in 
the payment of all debts, at the rate of one hundred cents for every 
twenty-seven grains, or eighty-eight cents and eight-ninths per pennyweight. 
The gold coins of France, of their present standard, at the rate of one 
hundred cents for every twenty-seven and a half grains, or eighty-seven 
anda quarter cents per pennyweight: The gold coins of Spain at the 
rate of one hundred cents for every twenty-eight and a_ half grains, or 
eighty-four cents per pennyweight: until the first day of November next: 
And that, from and after that day, foreign gold coins shall cease to be a 
tender within the United States, ‘for the payment of debts or demands. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much of the act, entitled 
“An act regulating the currency, within the United States, of the gold 
coins of Great Britain, France, Portugal, and Spain,” passed on the 
twenty-ninth day of April, eighteen hundred and sixteen, as relates to 
foreign silver coins, shall be, and the same is hereby, continued in force 
two years from and after the twenty-ninth day of April next, and no 
longer. 

Approvep, March 3, 1819. 
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SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS. Szss. II. Cu. 53,54,55. 1823. 
Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall take effect, 
and be in force from and after the first day of May next ensuing the 
passage thereof. 
ArprovenD, March 3, 1823. 





Cuap, LIIl.—An Act making the gold coins of Great Britain, France, Portugal, 
and Spain, receivable in payments on account of public lands. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, ‘That, from and after the 
passage of this act, the following gold coins shall be received in all pay- 
ments on account of public lands, at the several and respective rates fol- 
lowing, and not otherwise, viz: the gold coins of Great Britain and Por- 
tugal, of their present standard, at the rate of one hundred cents for 
every twenty-seven grains, or eighty-eight cents and eight-ninths per 
pennyweight: the gold coins of France, of their present standard, at the 
rate of qne hundred cents for every twenty-seven and a half grains, or 
eighty-seven and a quarter cents per pennyweight: and the gold coins 
of Spain of their present standard, at the rate of one hundred cents for 
every twenty-eight and a half grains, or eighty-four cents per penny- 
weight. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury to cause assays of the foregoing coins to be made 
at the mint of the United States, at least once in every year; and to make 
report of the result thereof to Congress. 

Approven, March 3, 1823. 


Cuap. LIV.—An Act for clearing, repairing, and improving, certain roads for 
the purpose of facilitating the transportation of the United States’ Mail. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to cause to be cleared, 
repaired, and improved, the United States’ mail road, from Nashville in 
the state of Tennessee, to New Orleans, in the state of Louisiana: 
Provided, He shall not expend mhore than seven thousand nine hun- 
dred and twenty dollars, in clearing, repairing, and improving, the same, 
and that the said sum shall be expended on that part of the road which 
may lie within [the] territory occupied by the Indians, and to which their 
title has not yet been extinguished. 

Arrrovep, March 3, 1823. 





Cuap. LV.—An Act respecting stamps. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, whenever any person 
or persons shall pay to the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, the duty charge- 
able by the act, entitled “ An act to establish a general stamp office,” 
passed on the twenty-third day of April, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred, on any deed, instrument, or writing, on which the said stamp 
duty chargeable by law shall not have been paid, together with the further 
sum of ten dollars, and shall obtain a certificate thereof, from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, such deed, instrument, or writing, shall be, to all in- 
tents and purposes, as valid and available, as if the same had been, or 
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TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS. Szess. I. Cu. 71. 1834. 

out of any money not otherwise appropriated, and replaced out of the 
fund reserved for laying out and making roads under the direction of 
Congress, by the several acts passed for the admission of the states of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois into the Union, on an equal footing with the 
original states. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That an officer of the corps of engi- 
neers, to be selected by the Department of War, shall be charged with 
the disbursements of the moneys appropriated for the construction of the 
Cumberland road through the states of Indiana and Illinois; and that 
said officer shall have, under the direction of the engineer department, a 
general control over the operations of the said road, and over all persons 
employed thereon: Provided, That no per centage shall be allowed to 
such officer for disbursing moneys appropriated for the construction of 
said road. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the entire completion of 
repairs of the Cumberland road, east of the Ohio river, and other needful 
improvements on said road, to carry into effect the provisions of an act 
of the Genera] Assembly of Pennsylvania, entitled “ An act for the pre- 
servation and repair of the Cumberland road,” passed the fourth day of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-one; and of an act of the 
General Assembly of the state of Maryland, entitled “ An act for the 
preservation and repair of that part of the United States road, within the 
limits of the state of Maryland,” passed the twenty-third day of January, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two; also, an act of the General 
Assembly of Virginia, entitled “ An act concerning the Cumberland 
road,” passed February the seventh, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-two ; the sum of three hundred thousand dollars be, and the same 
is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to be expended under the direction of the Secre- 
tary of War: the money to be drawn out of the treasury in such sums, 
and at such times as may be required for the performance of the work. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That as soon as the sum by this act 
appropriated, or so much thereof as is necessary, shall be expended in 
the repair of said road, agreeably to the provisions of this act, the same 
shal] be surrendered to the states, respectively, through which said road 
passes: and the United States shall not thereafter be subject to any 
expense for repairing said road. 

ApproveD, June 24, 1834. 


Cuap. LXXI.—An Act regulating the value of certain foreign silver coins within 
the United States. («) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That from and after the passage 
of this act, the following silver coins shall be of the legal value, and shall 
pass current as money within the United States, by tale, for the payment 
of all debts and demands, at the rate of one hundred cents the dollar, 
that is to say, the dollars of Mexico, Peru, Chili, and Central America, 
of not less weight than four hundred and fifteen grains each, and those 
re-stamped in Brazil of the like weight, of not less fineness than ten 
ounces fifteen pennyweights of pure silver, in the troy pound of twelve 
ounces of standard silver: and the five franc pieces of France, when of 
not less fineness than ten ounces and sixteen pennyweights in twelve 
ounces troy weight of standard silver, and weighing not less than three 
hundred and eighty-four grains each at the rate of ninety-three cents each. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be [the] duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to cause assays of the aforesaid silver coins, 
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(a) See notes of the acts relating to the currency of foreign coins in the United States, vol. ii. p, 374. 
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TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS. Szss. I. Cx. 96. 1834. 
said gold coins shall be receivable in all payments, when of full weight, 
according to their respective values; and when of Jess than full weight, 
at less values, proportioned to their respective actual weights. . 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all standard gold or silver de- 
posited for coinage after the thirty-first of July next, shall be paid for in 
coin under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, within five 
days from the making of such deposit, deducting from the amount of 
said deposit of gold and silver one-half of one per centum: Provided, 
That no deduction shall be made unless said advance be required by such 
depositor within forty days. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all gold coins of the United 
States, minted anterior to the thirty-first day of July next, shall be re- 
ceivable in all payments at the rate of ninety-four and eight-tenths of a 
cent per pennyweight. 

Sxc. 4. And be it further enactcd, That the better to secure a confor- 
mity of the said gold coins to their respective standards as aforesaid, 
from every separate mass of standard gold which shall be made into 
coins at the said mint, there shall be taken, set apart by the treasurer and 
reserved in his custody, a certain number of pieces, not Jess than three, 
and that once in every year the pieces so set apart and reserved shal] be 
assayed under the inspection of the officers, and at the time, and in the 
manner now provided by law, and, if it shall‘ be found that the gold so 
assayed, shall not be inferior to the said standard hereinbefore declared, 
more than one part in three hundred and eighty-four in fineness, and one 
part in five hundred in weight, the officer or officers of the said mint 
whom it may concern, shall be held excusable ; but if any greater inferi- 
ority shall appear, it shall be certified to the President of the United 
States, and if he shall so decide, the said officer or officers shall be there- 
after disqualified to hold their respective offices: Provided, ‘That if, in 
making any delivery of coin at the mint in payment of a deposit, the 
weight thereof shall be found defective, the officer concerned shall be 
responsible to the owner for the full weight, if claimed at the time of 
delivery. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force from 
and after the thirty-first day of July, in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-four. 

ApprRovED, June 28, 1834. 


Cuap. XCVI.—.An Act regulating the value of certain foreign gold coins within 
the United States. (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, That, from and after the thirty- 
first day of July next, the following gold coins shall pass as current as 
money within the United States, and be receivable in al] payments, by 
weight, for the payment of all debts and demands, at the rates following, 
that is to say: the gold coins of Great Britain, Portugal, and Brazil, of 
not less than twenty-two carats fine, at the rate of ninety-four cents and ~ 
eight-tenths of a cent per pennyweight; the gold coins of France nine- 
tenths fine, at the rate of ninety-three cents and one-tenth of a cent per! 
pennyweight; and the gold coins of Spain, Mexico, and Colombia, of 
the fineness of twenty carats three grains and seven-sixteenths of a grain, 
at the rate of eighty-nine cents and nine-tenths of a cent per penny- 
weight. 

Sec. 2. And be it further cnacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to cause assays of the aforesaid gold coins, 





(a) Notes of the acts which have been passed relative to foreign coins, vol. ii. p. 374. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. Sess. Il. Cu. 66,67, 63. 1842. 


expenses of further negotiations with the two former tribes, viz. the Sac 
and Fox, and Winnebagoes, six thousand two hundred dollars. 

For this sum, in addition to the appropriation per act of eighteen 
hundred and thirty-five, for the expenses of treating with the Caman- 
ches and other wild tribes of the Western tribes, eight bundred and 
seventy-eight dollars and fifty-five cents: Provided, That no part of the 
money appropriated by this act, shall be applied to the payment of any 
salary or other compensation to, or on account of, any officer or office, 
unless the same has been created by law or treaties, or is specifically 
provided for in the appropriations in this act: Provided, further, That 
the commissioners appointed to negotiate treaties with the Indian tribes 
shall not be allowed more than ten cents per mile for travelling on the 
most direct route to and from his residence to the place of making the 
treaties, and eight dollars per day while engaged in making said treaties. 

Approven, July 17, 1842. 





Cuar, LXVL—An Act to regulate the value to be affixed to the pound sterling by 
the Treasury Depariment. (a) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That in all payments 
by or to the Treasury, whether made here or in foreign countries, where 
it becomes necessary to compute the value of the pound sterling, it shall 
be deemed equal to four dollars and eighty-four cents, and the same rule 
shall be applied in appraising merchandise imported where the value is 
by the invoice in pounds sterling. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all acts and parts of acts in- 
consistent with these provisions, be and the same are hereby repealed. 

ArrroveD, July 27, 1942. 


Cuar. LXVII.—An Act making an appropriation for the repair of the custom-house 
in Providence. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury is authorized and directed to cause the custom-house at the 
port of Providence, in the State of Rhode Island, to be repaired, at an 
expense not exceeding one thousand dollars; and that the sum of one 
thousand dollars, to be paid out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, is hereby appropriated therefor. 

ApproveD, July 27, 1942. 





Crap. LXVIU.—An Act to amend “An aet for altering the time of holding the 
district court of the United States for the western district of Pennsylvama at 
Williamsport,” approved May eighth, eighteen hundred and forty. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the October term of 
the district court of the United States for the western district of Penn- 
sylvania, which is now directed to be holden at Williamsport, in Ly- 
coming county, on the third Monday of October in each year, shall 
hereafter commence and be holden on the first Monday of October in 
each and every year; and all process, pleadings, motions, suits, and 
business heretofore begun, pending and undetermined, or which may 
hereafter be commenced or instituted, prior to the next October term, 
shall be held returnable and be returned to the first Monday of October 
next. 


ApPproveD, July 27, 1842. 





(a) Notes of the acts which have been passed relative to foreign coins, vol. 2, 374. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. Szss. IIT. Cu. 69,70. 1843. 


Alabama, or any of the branches thereof, to an amount equal to the 
amount of the two per cent. fund relinquished to this State by the Con- 
ress of the United States, remaining unpaid: Provided, That no settler 
shall be allowed to enter more than one quarter section of land with the 
bills of said bank, or either of them: And provided further, That the 
State of Alabama shall receive from the Government of the United 
States, in payment of said two per cent. fund, the bills of the Bank of 
the State of Alabama, and the several branches thereof, taken and re- 
ceived by the registers and receivers, as aforesaid, from the settlers 
aforesaid, in payment for their pre-emption claims: And provided fur- 
ther, That nothing in this act shall be so construed as to change the 
terms, conditions, and limitations, annexed to the relinquishment of said 
fund to the said State, by the act aforesaid ; but such terms, conditions, 
and limitations, shall apply and be in full force in reference to said fund, 
notwithstanding its payment in the mode provided by this act. 
Arrrovep, March 1, 1843. 





Cuap. LXIX.—An Act regulating the currency of foreign gold and silver coins in 
the United States. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the passage of this act, the following foreign gold coins shall pass cur- 
rent as money within the United States, and be receivable, by weight, 
for the payment of all debts and demands, at the rates following, that is 


to say: the gold coins of Great Britain, of not Jess than nine hundred 


and fifteen and a half thousandths in fineness, at ninety-four eents and 
six-tenths of a cent per pennyweight; and the gold coins of France, of 
not less than eight hundred and ninety-nine thousandths in fineness, at 
ninety-two cents and nine-tenths of a cent per pennyweight. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the passage 
of this act, the following foreign silver coins shall pass current as money 
within the United States, and be receivable by tale, for the payment of 
all debts and demands, at the rates following, that is to say : the Spanish 
pillar dollars, and the dollars of Mexico, Peru, and Bolivia, of not less 
than eight hundred and ninety-seven thousandths in fineness, and four 
hundred and fifteen grains in weight, at one hundred cents each; and 
the five franc pieces of France, of not less than nine hundred thou- 
sandths in fineness, and three hundred and eighty-four grains in weight, 
at nincty-three cents each. eo 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to cause assays of the coins made current by 
this act to be had at the mint of the United States, at least once in every 
year, and to make report of the result thereof to Congress. 

Avprovep, March 3, 1843. 





Cuap. LXX.—An Act making appropriations sor certain fortifications of the 
United States for the half calendar year beginning on the first day of January 
and ending on the thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
three; and for the fiscal year beginning on the first day yf July, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-three and ending on the thirtieth 
sand eight hundred and forty-four. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the following 
sums be, and they are hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any un- 
appropriated money in the Treasury, for the preservation, repairs, and 
construction of certain fortifications, for the half calendar year begin- 
ning on the first day of January and ending on the thirtieth day of June, 
LS Sea BON 5 tie, Siar TE LITO NEI EIN OS 


g 
ay of June, one thou- 


607 


Quantity of 
land to be en- 
tered by a set- 
tler. - 

Alabama to 
receive said bills 
in payment of 
the two per-ct. 
fund. 


Terms of the 
relinquishment 
not affected by 
this act. 


Statute III. 
March 8, 1843. 





Certain gold 
coins of Great 
Britain and 
France to be 
current—their 
value fixed. 


Silver coins of 
Spain, Mexic», 
Peru, Bolivié 
and France, 


-also. 


Assays of said 
coins to.be 
made and-re- 

ported to Con- 
gress. 


Srarure TIT. 
March: 3, 1843. 
[Obsolete.} 


A ppropria- 


tions. 


(a) Notes of the acts of Congress relating to the currency of foreign coins, vol. 2, 374. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. Sess. II. Cu.92, 1843. 


lots reserved by the seventeenth article of the aforesaid treaty, to remain 
for the uses therein provided for, be offered at public sale at the time 
the other lands in the tract are offered, and are to be subject to entry at 
private sale thereafter: Provided, however, That no town lot shall be 
sold for less than twenty dollars, nor any out lot for less than at the rate 
of fifteen dollars per acre. 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That, in executing the surveys of 
the lands in the tract aforesaid, the surveyor general shall cause the im- 
proved lands to be designated on the general plat, and the position, ex- 
tent, and quality of each improvement to be carefully noted; and the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office shall cause the superinten- 
dents of the sales to be furnished with a copy of the schedule of the ap- 
praised value of improvements ascertained, pursuant to the fifth article 
of the said treaty; and in any case, where the lines for subdivision of 
sections shal] divide and injuriously affect the value of an improvement, 
the superintendents of the saje shall be authorized, under instruction of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, to offer, at public and 
private sale, an entire quarter section, or halfquarter section, and to 
attach together halves of two adjacent quarter sections, so as to pre- 
serve, as far as practicable, the improvements on a tract entire; and if, 
in offering at public sale any tract on which improvements exist, the 
real value of the same, according to the estimate of the superintendents, 
shall not be bidden, it shall be their duty to withdraw the tract from 
sale, and the tracts thus withdrawn from sale shall again be offered at 
public sale, due public notice first being given, when directed by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all the lands in the Wyandot 
reserve, on both sides of the river Huron, in the State of Michigan, 
ceded to the United States by the aforesaid treaty, shall be attached to 
and made a part of the district of lands subject to sale at Detroit; and 
shall be offered for sale at the land office, in the same manner, both as 
to public and private sale, as is directed for the sale of the lands of the 
reserve in the State of Ohio by this act: Provided, That the land shall 
not be sold for less than two dollars per acre. 

Approve, March 3, 1843. 





Tuar. XCII.— An Act to fix the value of certain foreign moneys of account, tn 
computations at the cuslom-houses. (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That in all computa- 
tions of the value of foreign moneys of account at the custom-houses 
of the United States, the thaler of Prussia shall be deemed and taken 
to be of the value of sixty-eight and one half cents; the mil-reis of 
Portugal shall be deemed and taken to be of the value of one hundred 
and twelve cents; the rix-dollar of Bremen shall be deemed and taken 
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to be of the value of seventy-eight and three-quarter cents; the thaler — 


of Bremen, of seventy-two grotes, shall be deemed and taken to be of 
the value of seventy-one cents; that the mil-reis of Madeira shall be 
deemed and taken to be of the value of one hundred cents; the mil- 
reis of the Azores shall be deemed and taken to be of the value of 
eighty-thrce and one third cents; the marc-banco of Hamburg shall be 
deemed and taken to be of the value of thirty-five cents; the rouble of 
Russia shall be deemed and taken to be of the value of seventy-five 
cents; the rupee of British India shall be deemed and taken to be of 
the value of forty-four and one half cents; and all former laws incon- 
sistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
Approvep, March 3, 1843. 


(a) Notes of the acts of Congress regulating the a ay foreign coins, vol. 2, 374. 


Vou. V.—79 





_ 740 TWENTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS. Sess, II. Cu. 45,46. 1845. 


of the Post Office Department for the year ending on the thirtieth June, 
eighteen hundred and forty-six, out of any moneys in the Treasury 
arising from the revenues of the said department, in conformity to the 
act of second July, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, viz: 

For transportation of the mail, three million and fifty thousand dol- 


Transporta- 
tion. ars; 

Postmasters. For compensation to postmasters, nine hundred and seventy-five thou- 

sand dollars; 

Letters. For ship, steamboat, and way letters, twelve thousand dollars; 
Wrapping pa- For wrapping paper, sixteen thousand dollars ; 

On ' Tor office furniture, (for the offices of postmasters,) four thousand 

ce furni- aollare: 

ture. ONarS ; 

Advertising. For advertising, thirty thousand dollars ; 

Mail bags. For mail bags, sixteen thousand dollars ; 

Blanks. For blanks, twenty-two thousand dollars ; 

Mail locks. For mail locks, keys, and stamps, six thousand dollars; 


Depredations, For mail depredations and special agents, thirty: thousand dollars: 
oe andal. ~ 7ovided, however, That no greater sum shall be paid to any mail agent 
Eeecu is of any description than one thousand dollars per annum, and no greater 
special agents sum for all his travelling and incidental expenses, than at the rate of 
fixed. two dollars for each day he shall be actually employed in the capacity 

of mail agent; 

Clerks. For clerks for offices, (for the offices of postmasters,) two hundred 

thousand dollars; 

Miscellaneous. For’ miscellaneous, fifty-five thousand dollars. 

Approvep, March 3, 1845. 





Srature II. 


March 3, 1845. Cuap, XLV.—An Act supplementary to an act entitled “ An act to fix the value of 
errr certain foreign moneys of account in computations at the custum-houses.” 


3, 1843, ch. 92. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Value of florin United States of America in Congress assembled, That, in all computa- 
ee ee tions of the value of foreign moneys of account at the custom-houses of 
>“ the United States, the florin of Austria shall be deemed and taken to 
be at the value of forty-eight cents; and all former laws inconsistent 

herewith are hereby repealed. 

Approvep, March 3, 1845. 





Srarure II. 
March 3, 1845. CHap. XLVI.—An Act to confirm the survey and location of claims for lands in 
——__.— ___ the State of Mississippi, east of the Pearl river, and south of thirty-first degree 
1848, ch. 122. of north latitude. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

Certain sur- States of America in Congress assembled, That al] surveys and plats of 

bi RR al confirmed claims and settlement rights for lands situate in the State of 

eee ha Mississippi, east of Pearl river, and south of thirty-first degree of north 

latitude, which had been made and returned to the surveyor general’s 

office south of ‘Tennessee on or before the first day of January, one 

thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, shall be, and are hereby, con- 

firmed, as actually surveyed on the ground ; and the said surveyor gene- 

Bitlet ral is hereby authorized and directed, on the request of any party inte- 

the return and Tested in any such claim, to certify the return and plat of such actual 

plat of surveyto survey, so remaining in his office, to the register and receiver for lands 

the register and in the Augusta district, in said State, who are hereby directed to receive 
receiver for the * Talis ° 

Augusta dis- | 2nd regard said surveys, plats, and location of the claims they represent, 

trict as correctly made; and the said register and receiver shall thereupon 

Hi hoe tegs issue, in the name of the confirmee of the claim a patent certificate for 

rs Carbone, tee each claim; which certificate, being sirst duly recorded in the said 


register’s office, shall be delivered to such person as is:entitled to repre- 





—_ 


Limitation. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That this act shall 
continue in force for the term of two years from the 
passing thereof, and from thence until the end of the 
next session of Congress thereafter holden, and no longer. 

Approved, May 27, 1796. 


[No. 6.] Respecting Coinage and Tender. 


July 22,1797. By Joun ADAMS, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF 


AMERICA, 
A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas an act of the Congress of the United States 
was passed on the ninth day of February, 1793, intituled 


1798, ch. 5. “An act regulating foreign coins and for other purposes,” 


in which it was enacted “that foreign gold and silver 
coins, shall pass current as money within the United 


Vol. 1, p. 300. States, and be a legal tender for the payment of all debts 


and demands” at the several and respective rates therein 


stated: and that “at the expiration of three years, next 
. . . ba nee mee 
ensuing the time when the 


1792, ch. 16. agreeably to the act intituled “An act establishing a Mint 


and regulating the coins of the United States,” shall com- 
= eee se 


mence at the Mint of the United States, (which time shall 


Vol.1, p. 246. be announced by the Proclamation of the President of the 


Coinage of 
Silver declared 


United States,) all foreign gold coins, and all foreign sil- 
: ; SG alt toreig 

ver coins, except Spanish milled dollars, and parts of such 

dollars, sh: ase_to be a legal tender as aforesaid. 


Now therefore, I, the said John Adams, President of 


— 











to have com-the United States, hereby proclaim, announce, and give 
menced Oct. 15, 


1794, and the notice to all whom it may concern, that agreeably to the 


coinage of gold 
July 1, 1795. 


act last above mentioned, the coinage of silver at the Mint 


ef the United States, commenced on the fifteenth day of 
ee eel 
October, one 








and the coinage of gold on the thirty-first day of July, 


one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five: and that, 
E ———— ee, lesen ee ene 

consequently, in conformity to the act first above men- 
tioned, all foreign silver coins, except Spanish milled 


dollars and parts of such dollars, will cease to pass cur- 


— ea 








Foreign coinsrent as money within the United States and to be a legal 
not to be a ten- pen arse, ; a ae iia 


der after thosetender for the payment of any debts or demands after the 


dates. 


=——— : 
fifteenth day of October next, and_all foreign gold coins 





" . Se . . T , 
will cease to pass current as money within the United 
States and to be a legal tender as aforesaid for the pay- 


ne 








ment of any debts or demands after the thirty-first day 
of July, which will be in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-eight. 








“Tn testimony whereof, I have caused the Seal of the 


United States to be affixed to these presents, and signed 
the same with my hand. Done at Philadelphia, the 
twenty-second day of July, in the year of our Lord, one 


thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, and of the 
independence of the United States the twenty-second. 
[u. 8.] Joun ADAMS. 
By the President: 
Trmorny PricKkerING, 
Secretary of State. 





: ACT OF FEBRUARY 1, 1798. 
ey 
An act supplementary to the act aha ce 6 
Se 





Cuap. XI. 
“An act regulating foreign coins, and for other pur- 
poses.” 


> 4 oO 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
} ; } > 6c i Act 
sembled, That the second section of an act, intituled “An 4008: 


: ; ae Ab 
act regulating foreign coins, and for other purposes,” be, 9 ct, 


and the same is hereby suspended, for and during the eet 9 
space of three years from and after the first day of Jan- 
uary, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, and 
until the end of the next session of Congress thereafter, 


during which time the said gold and silver coins shall be 


eS . 


and continue a légal tender, as is provided in and by the 
first section of the act aforesaid; and that the same coins 
shall thereafter cease to be sugh tender. 

Approved, February 1, 1798. 





eC’ OF APRIL 24, 1800. 









Cuap. XXXIV.n act respecting the Mint. 2 Stat 
Section 1. Be it enacted birthe Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United St of America in Con- 

gress assembled, That a sum equal tothe amount of the Poe 

cents and half cents, which shall have beet coined at the bag 

Mint, and delivered to the Treasurer of the United States, 1792, cl 

Subsequent to the third day of March, in the year one 


thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, shall be, and 


been found, by assay, at the Mint of the United States 
to be conformable to the respective standards required 
and proclamation thereof shall have been made by sie 
President of the United States. 

When all Sec. 2. Provided always, and be it further enacted 


coins except / 
Spanish dollars ‘That at the expiration of three years next ensuing the 


shall cease to , 
bea tender. time when the coinage of gold and silver, agreeably to the 
act, entitled “An act establishing a Mint, and regulating 
the -coins of the United States,” shall commence at the 
mint of the United States, (which time shall be an- 
nounced by the proclamation of the President of the 
United States,) all foreign gold coins, and all foreien 
silver coins, except Spanish milled dollars and parts of 
such dollars, shall cease to be a legal tender, as aforesaid. 
~ Ditter foreign SEC. 3. And be tt further enacted, That all foreign gold 
coined anew. and silver coins, (except Spanish milled dollars, and parts 
of such dollars,) which shall be received in payment for 
monies due to the United States, after the said time, when 
the coining of gold and silver coins shall begin at the 
Mint of the United States, shall, previously to their being 
issued in circulation, be coined anew, in conformity to the 
act, entitled “An act establishing a Mint and regulating 
the coins of the United States.” 
After July1, Sxc. 4. And be it further enacted, That from and after 


1793, fifty: 
fifth section of the first day of July next, the fifty-fifth section of the act, 


a. certain act 5 
rating foreignentitled “An act to provide more effectually for the col- 


coins, repealed. 3 

sed Bo: ch. 22, lection of the duties imposed by law on goods, wares and 
merchandise imported into the United States,” which as- 
certains the rates at which foreign gold and silver coins 
shall be received for the duties and fees to be collected in 
virtue of the said act, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 


Assay of Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That the assay, pro- 


coins, when to 


| 


Se ene vided to be made by the act, entitled “An act establishing 
eee ‘a Mint, and regulating the coins of the United States,” 


' 
a 


shall commence in the manner as by the said act is pre- 
. scribed, on the second Monday of February, annually, any 
thing in the said act to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Approved, February 9, 1793. 


aaa Stat. L., Nore. — The proclamation required by section 2 of the above act 
: was issued July 22, 1797. (See 11 Statutes at Large, 755.) 

The collection act of March 2, 1799, provides for the collection 
of all duties and fees in money of the United States or in foreiz” 
coins at the rates prescribed by section 1 above; and also provides 
that no foreign coins which are not by law a tender for debts shall 
be received, except under a proclamation of the President authoriz 
ing the same. 











US 


ACT OF MARCH 83, 1794. 


Cuap. 1V.—An act in alteration of the act establishing a ,,1 Stat. L. 


Mint and regulating the coins of the United States 

| wll Sold € Sri. Lrcogl “pow onyllall 
eae it enacted by the Senate and Housé of Hal 
Representatives of the United States of America in Con- tke 
gress assembled, That from and after the passing this act, Duty of 


: . treasurer of 
it shall be the duty of the treasurer of the Mint to receive the Mint here- 


and give receipts for all metals which may lawfully be, "Act of, Apr. 
brought to the Mint to be coined; and for the purpose ry eee een 
ascertaining their respective qualities, shall deliver from 

every parcel so received, a sufficient number of grains to 

the assayer, who shall assay all such of them as may re- Assay. 
igp/it. And the said treasurer shall from time to time 

ver the said metals to the chief coiner to be coined in 

ch quantities as the Director of the Mint may prescribe. 

(Section 2 provides that the assayer and chief coiner 

shall give bond.) 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That so much of the ,,02"t $f Ce 
act entitled “An act establishing a Mint and regulating P°)%9, oy. 16, 
the coins of the United States,” as comes within the pur- 
view of this act be and the same is hereby repealed. 


Approved, March 8, 1794. 








ACT OF MARCH 3, 1795. 
Crar. XLVIL.—An act supplementary to the act intituled 435, 88 
“An act establishing a Mint, and regulating the coins of 
the United States.” 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, and it is hereby enacted and declared, 
That for the better conducting of the business of the Mint , Ast of Apr. 2 
of the United States there shall be an additional officer ,Additional of- 
appointed therein by the name of the melter and refiner,M!nt (by , the 


name of the 
Whose duty shall be to take charge of all copper, and silver melter and re 
or gold bullion delivered out by the treasurer of the Mint His duty. 
after it has been assayed, agreeably to the rules and cus- 
toms of the Mint already directed and established, or 
Which may hereafter be directed and established by the . 
Accounting officers of the Treasury, and to reduce the same 
into bars or ingots fit for the rolling mills, and then to de- 


liver them to the coiner or treasurer, as the Director shall 
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